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To Whom it may Concern,

Today I write on behalf of one of my most dedicated and talented students, Ben Shifrel.  Let 

me begin by mentioning that Ben holds my studio’s all-time record for most days practiced in 

a row (300 and still running)! His talent certainly matches his diligence... and he has delivered 

many fine and imaginative performances not only at my studio concerts, but at the schools he 

has attended and notably, at his sister’s Bat Mitzvah where he played and sang the song ‘Pure 

Imagination’ from Willie Wonka.  My personal favorites are his two compositions, ‘The 

Valley’ and ‘Glass Rainbow’, both of which performances can be viewed on his spot on my 

studio ‘young artists’ page here: http://www.chkaufman.com/youngarts.htm.  The latter 

connects to a beautiful rendition of Bach’s Prelude in C.

I have developed some friendly and effective methods of teaching ‘concepts’ and I find that 

Ben has that strong ‘aptitude’ for ‘musical thinking’ which one hopes for and notices.  He is 

developing a diverse universe of music to perform and explore... plenty of classical works, 

music from movies, and music of his own creation.

In addition, I’d like to mention that Ben has another important ingredient working in his 

favor, i.e. plenty of support!  Every lesson I have a short conversation with Ben’s father... and 

it is a great pleasure to see the dedication Scott has to his son’s music... and this is reflected 

throughout their home.  He also has a teacher who is on his side... and as someone who has 

taught in many environments, I consider it part of my job to support my students in the music 

program of their school in any way I can.   

Ben is one of the students you are most glad of having in your coterie, the type you will 

remember.... and out of the hundreds of students and young people I have worked with over 

the last 20 or more years, I certainly could not recommend anyone more highly than Ben 

Shifrel!

Sincerely,

Christopher Kaufman
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